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Introduction
 

New Zealand Golf and PGA NZ have recently partnered with Special Olympics NZ to bring 

Auckland Central a Special Olympics Golf Club. Special Olympics New Zealand is a sports 

organisation for people with an intellectual disability with a variety of sport clubs across 

NZ. Special Olympics recognise that sport provides value far beyond the physical benefits 

and that involvement in sport is about fun, friendships and team spirit, it’s about a feeling 

of belonging, and ultimately improving quality of life.

 

 

 

 

 

There are currently 83 athletes from clubs in different regions that participate in golf with 

Special Olympics. Auckland central's closest club is in the Harbour region, because this club 

has a waiting list we decided to develop an Auckland central based club to  support meeting  

the demand.

 

Golf can be a difficult sport to set up as a club for Special Olympics because of the need for the 

right facility, equipment, coaching and access to a relevant pathway. An additional challenge 

with Special Olympics sports is that they are solely run by volunteers, volunteers can and 

often do resign their positions and as a result, the clubs can end with them and it is difficult to 

recruit new volunteers. By working collaboratively with Special Olympics NZ, PGA NZ, our 

local clubs and coaches we believe we can create a system that can introduce more Special 

Olympics athletes into a golfing environment that is fun, inclusive, progressive and 

sustainable. Golf provides lifelong enrichment to all involved with the game and we wish to 

share this value with as many people as possible. It is our vision that the golf industry, in its 

entirety, embraces and values diversity and inclusion. The contributions of all people are 

recognized and celebrated.

Auckland Special Olympics Club 

 

To create a quality learning environment, we needed a welcoming venue, a variety of 

equipment for all abilities, a skilled coach network and a variety of options to play 

recreationally or compete.

 

The venue: Akarana Golf Club generously allowed us to use their facility and became the 

home of the Auckland Special Olympics Golf Club.

The coaches: We worked with PGA NZ to ingrain this project into the PGA Professional 

traineeship which had mutual benefits. The Special Olympics Club gains highly skilled 

volunteers and the PGA Trainee Professional gains valuable experience in coaching a wide 

variety of abilities and adapting sessions to suit the participants.  

The equipment: The athletes used a mix of snag gear and golf clubs dependent on their ability 

and confidence.

The promotion: The communication to athletes went out via Special Olympics NZ database.

The pathway: There are currently two golf competitions held by special Olympics in NZ with 

around 8-10 participants at each. We believe there is a huge opportunity to grow the 

participation of these competitions by supporting quality training zones alongside Special 

Olympics NZ clubs, as well as supporting a more inclusive competition structure. 

The Auckland Special Olympics Club



What next?
 

·         Monthly Winter golf at Remuera Golf Club

·         The support of Special Olympics golf competitions

·         The opportunity to replicate this model in regions with no current club

·         Increased on course playing opportunities

·         Support the review of the Special Olympics Golf coaching guide

·         The aspiration of a NZ representative at the Special Olympics world games!

 

 

 

 

The utcome 
 

Weekly sessions during summer delivered by energetic and enthusiastic PGA Trainee 

Professionals, Hamish Grant and Matt Tiplady at Akarana Golf Club.

 

2019

25 

registered 

athletes

2018

5 

registered 

athletes

 

The sessions are a variety of on and off course sessions and are held on Monday nights for an 

hour. The consistent growth of numbers truly reflect the quality of the environment the 

coaches created, the athletes grew in confidence each week with both athletes and their 

families getting involved.

'That was my first time attending and I thought it 

was great. Louie has 2 things which he loves, 

trains and golf and the smile on his face on the 

way home was huge.“ Parent
 

'I thought this was pretty cool and we have been 

able to see the development of the athletes. Not 

just their golf skills but also there social skills. 

They have thrived as a group and really enjoy 

each others company. They would make a 

formidable golf team'

 
 

'Having NZ Golf and PGA supporting  this program really made this event what it was. The 

quality of coaching at each session was evident and far exceeding what most training sessions 

look like for our athletes. Having professional coaches (and fantastic ones at that) really meant 

the athletes progressed week by week' Mathew Eagleson Special Olympics NZ

The outcome 


